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ABSTRACT

The modern pocketknife, with its many fegtures from corkscrew to can opener, is often
viewed as an essantid tool to cary at al times and to be used when needed. Students
and teachers of engineering mahematics can view the graphics cdculator in the very
sane way. It can be used a the tetiay level to consderably evich the dudent’'s
underganding and enjoyment of many of the topics covered in engineering mathematics
units. The cdculator is not a replacement for mahemaicd underdanding, and indeed it
requires some levd of mathematical underdanding for its effective use. However, with
its combination of numerica, symbolic and graphica routines, it can teke the time and
tedium out of the cdculations and a the same time provide the graphs which enhance the
underganding of the concepts and help to provide a fuller picture of the topic being
dudied. This is the gpproach taken a our universty. In this paper we eaborate on this
theme, and we provide rdevant illusrations of the use of modern graphics cdculator
technology in the engineering mathematics classroom.



